
Better When We’re Together
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
C: Lord, as we turn to your Word, may your Spirit rest upon us. Help
us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our believing, and in our living.
Amen.

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.

What an unbelievable picture of Christian community! Church leaders often point
to this scripture, this tiny snapshot of the early church, as the pinnacle of
Christian community. When the church first began, people were unified in
thought, generous with resources, hospitable and sincere, and they were growing
in numbers. It is a community we should aspire to reproduce.

Community is a part of God’s created order. Just as he put birds in the air and
fish in the sea, he put in each of us a need for one another. I preached on this
back in 2017 but I’ll give you a brief reminder: God created us for community.
Looking as far back as Genesis, we read that God created our word: light,
darkness, sea, land, creatures, everything. created a man. He put that man to
work in a garden, and then as it tells us in Genesis 2:

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone…”

It is not good to be alone. That’s a quick takeaway from that passage of scripture.
God recognized from the very beginning that people need each other. We are
incomplete without each other.



Does this mean then that our faith is incomplete without Christian community? I’d
like to argue that it does. At First Church we believe that being connected to one
another in Christian community is a part of a spiritual wholeness. Our mission
statement reflects this. We’re devoted to Christ, connected to others, and sent to
serve.

You can’t even have church without an implied community. The word church
comes from the Greek word “ecclesia” which literally means a gathering or
assembly of people. Community is the essence of the church and it was always
Jesus’ intention to establish this ecclesia - this assembly - this fellowship of
believers.

A few weeks ago, Pastor Lisa reminded us of the time when Peter confesses:
[Jesus], “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” and Jesus responds by
saying, on this “rock” (this testimony) I will build my ecclesia, my assembly, my
people, my church.

There’s no scriptural mandate for the assembly of believers because the church
IS the assembly of believers. You don’t have to tell a butterfly to sprout wings and
flutter about - that’s literally what a butterfly is and does.

There is no such thing as a church of one, that is an oxymoron, an absurdity.

So don’t ever fall for it when someone says, you don’t need church. Don’t think
someone is being wise when they say your faith only requires you and God, or
that faith is an entirely private matter. That’s not the ecclesia of the scriptures and
that will not bring you spiritual wholeness. Our faith is meant to be a shared
experience of Christian community.

Though to be fair, church would run a lot smoother around here if it weren’t for all
these people. I’m kidding!

We need one another, you and I. God created us this way. In the church, we also
need one another. Jesus created it in this way. Have I convinced you of this?

Aside from fulfilling an essential need of our humanity, let me go on to tell you a
few more reasons that Chrstian Community is indispensable to our faith.



1. God speaks through the community of believers

I asked my wife: think of a time you know, with full confidence, that God spoke to
you. And then the more important question, how do you know that was from
God?

God speaks to us in 3 main ways: First through his revelation - the scriptures.
This is the most accessible and plain version of God’s speaking that we receive.
The scriptures reveal to us who God is and how we are to live as his people - I’m
over-simplifying things quite a bit here but only to make the point - God’s voice is
in his Word.

The second way we hear God speaking to us is through prayer, meditation, and
listening. This may perhaps be the most misunderstood and mysterious way in
which we know the voice of God. I’m not going to get into this too much, but I
think hearing God’s voice this way is the least accessible and requires the most
discernment.

The third way that God speaks to us is through the community of believers. The
community acts both as the voice of God itself, AND as confirmation that the
voice isn’t just wishful thinking or cultural pressure, or confirmation bias, but that
it’s God voice.

Want to hear God speak? Go to church! God is speaking through his Word which
is carefully taught by devoted and passionate pastors. God is speaking through
prayers that we share together and prayers that are prayed over us. God is
speaking through the connections you make with a brother and sister in Christ.
His voice flows through the fellowship that we share together here within and
without these walls. Even better, if you’ve got an inner circle here at church -
people that you trust and share your life with - people for whom genuine
community is a focus of their faith, you can be sure that God speaks through
them.
People who live into Christian Community are people who care for you the way
God cares for you. Their interest and goodwill for you are a replica of the interest
and care God has for you. They want you to know them and be known by them.
They want your faith to grow. They want to show you love and kindness and for
you to also extend love to others in the name of Jesus.



So you can bet your last penny that when they speak to you you’re hearing an
echo of God’s voice in your life. If you need wisdom, they give it as if giving God’s
wisdom. If you need hope, they have the hope of the Lord. If you share an idea, a
struggle, a praise, a dream, a disappointment, they receive it as God receives it
because a Christian community embodies the person of Christ and the unity he
has with the Father and Spirit.

And of course if you’re ignorant, prideful, conceited, sinful, or otherwise off-track,
the christian community is there to rebuke, correct, set you on the right path, and
encourage. Friends, pray earnestly for this kind of Christian community in your
life.

One more note on this, I believe that Christian community is a limited, but
necessary form of accountability for when we would otherwise begin our own
brand of Christianity out of selfishness, misunderstanding, or just plain stupidity.
The Christian Community preserves our faith both by acting as a voice of God,
but also scrutinizing outlying ideas that might otherwise be damaging to the
mission of Jesus.

2. The disciplines of our faith are amplified through community

There has always been and always will be a great emphasis on personal
christian disciplines. What are these disciplines? They are reading the bible,
studying the bible and great works of biblical scholars. They include prayer,
solitude, almsgiving (what we often call generosity or sharing resources), fasting,
worship, confession. These are all spiritual disciplines. Aside from worship, we
tend to think of these things as personal practices intended for us to deepen our
relationship with God. And that is absolutely true.

But, hear me out on this, I believe if we practice these things together their effect
is amplified by our community. Let’s refer back to the passage I read earlier.
What were these people doing together? Were they going on shopping trips, or
ski vacations, or updating the landscaping? No! They were praying together,
worshiping together, sharing their resources and it was having a profound impact
on them.



Let me suggest that it’s time you reapply your spiritual routines in the context of
community.

Do you want God to speak to you through reading the scriptures? Read it in
community.
Do you want to experience God’s forgiveness through confession? Confess to
each other.
Do you want to see prayers answered? Pray with one another.
Do you want to try fasting? Find others to do it with you.

I don’t mean to say that none of the disciplines is good to go alone, but friends,
we are better when we’re together. We are better when we practice our faith
together. This is how we’re supposed to do it!

I’m not currently in a small group (though I’m joining a 5 cups of coffee group
next week). But I do have a Bible study partner. He and I are reading, slowly,
through the Gospel of John. And it’s great - we’re using N.T. Wright’s John For
Everyone study commentary which is both illuminating and personally
challenging. But truly the best part of this is the way things open up on account of
having a friend to read with.

Normally, I might read a section of this book or a portion of the Bible, make a few
highlights or underlines or notes, and say a quick prayer (or not!) and then it’s on
to the next thing. Check the score of the Cubs game, start prepping for dinner, or
grab the next book I’m currently into.

But because of my friend, there’s more. There’s a bit of accountability there -
pressure of not wanting to be the one who didn’t read - but I just love to have that
person to bounce ideas off of. We share ideas and thoughts, and things that
make us curious. It leads to deeper and more meaningful conversation.
Sometimes it opens the door to ask a tough question, or confess a struggle, or
support one another in prayer.

Some of you who are currently in a small group are hearing this and
thinking…well, duh! But some of us might not realize the benefit of practicing
disciplines in the context of community. We are better when we’re together.



Next week, is Lent. Yes, it’s already here! This year we’re going to be teaching on
some of the spiritual disciplines and in those cases we’re going to practice them
together. I’m really excited about this because I already know the impact the
community has on things like fasting, prayer, and worship and I can’t wait for you
to experience it too.

3. Community provides a life-line when our faith is broken down.

This is a fact of life to anyone who follows Christ. At some point, you will
experience a crisis of faith. Often this is triggered by an event such as a death of
a loved one, or an act of violation against you or someone you know. Sometimes
a crisis of faith is a slow-burn. Little things that lead to some kind of loss of belief
or assurance. It can be as simple as apathy or doubt overtaking belief.

A crisis of faith can have many points of origin just like a body has many points of
failure that make a person sick. When your body begins to fail and you need
help, you often find yourself supported by the medical community.

When your faith breaks down, healing and support can be found among your
church community.

I’ve told this story here before, but maybe you’ve forgotten. Years ago, at a
church I was serving at, we lost one of our youth group kids to a random
four-wheeler accident. It felt like a sucker punch. The family was devastated and
the youth-group had this gaping hole where a vibrant, happy kid was supposed to
be.

After church on that Sunday, a woman - a friend of the family who lost their girl -
came up to me and said, “Tyler I appreciate your music and I always sing along.”
And with tears streaming down her face, she said “but today I just couldn’t sing
them.”

There are days when the words just won’t come. When our prayer is caught up in
our throats. When singing a song of God’s faithfulness feels like self-betrayal.
When you’re going through a crisis of faith you might find yourself at church
thinking, “what am I even doing here?” But let me tell you, you’re exactly where
you need to be.



I told that woman, “that’s okay, because today, I was singing those songs for you.
And the people here at church are praising God on your behalf.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says it perfectly

9 Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their labor:

10 If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up.

But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up.

When the faith of one falters, the faith of others reinforces. You’ve maybe never
considered this before - that your own faith is a redundancy for others when their
own thoughts about God are a shattered mess.

Through the years, I’ve often heard of people leaving the church or just being
upset with their church or pastor. If we’re lucky enough to know why, it’s not
uncommon to hear something like…I stopped coming and nobody noticed. I got
sick and nobody checked in on me. I lost my job and nobody helped me.

These responses are almost universally expressed by people who have no
community at church. They never joined a group or experienced community
through a ministry or project or discipline. It is true that people can fall through
the cracks but that’s usually due to a lack of information and not because of a
lack of care or compassion.

We’re better when we’re in this together and that includes the support we get
from one another. It doesn’t have to be a program - though we have those. It
doesn’t have to be from the pastor - though they’ll be there when they can. The
best support you’ll receive from this church is if you are actively engaged in
community. I’ve seen this happen over and over again.

I’ve seen small groups devoted to prayer for a person struggling in their faith,
marriage, health, or whatever!



I’ve seen ministry teams form in a matter of hours over emails to help a person
fix a leak, or repair a ramp, or move belongings, or do yard work.
Sometimes our meal train provides so much food that people have to request a
stop before they drown in casseroles.

This church is highly motivated to share their love and resources with each other.
I’ve always believed that the people of the church are best equipped to support
the people of the church. And this church takes that responsibility seriously. We
are equal partners in caring for one another.

So when your faith is failing, lean on the faith of those you find in Christian
community.

Let’s circle back, once more, to the picture of community in Acts 2:

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.

I think it’s important to note that the wheels came off pretty quickly. Within a few
short chapters people were lying about their offerings to the church and they
dropped dead and fear swept through the entire community.

I bring this up only to say that a perfect picture of community is something we
strive for but as long as we occupy these broken and imperfect vessels, our
community will always be imperfect. Some sitting here this morning have been a
casualty of the brokenness of the ecclesia. I’m sorry that that happens, and I’m
sorry it happened to you.

But I want to encourage you to be open to this wacky, loving, and sometimes
broken church anyway. Having a real church family is one of the most fulfilling
experiences in life. It’s not just a good idea, we were created for this.



So the question is…are you willing to know us and let yourself be known by us?!
Are you at arm's length with First Church and its people, or are you open to
building true community here?

Would you bow with me in prayer?

Lord, God I pray for unity among those who call First Church home. Put in our
hearts a generous spirit toward one another so that our mission and ministry are
blessed by the fellowship we share. Help us to find love, friendship, joy, and
encouragement through the community you’ve given us. We ask that the center
of church family will always be faithfulness to your son, Jesus and a reliance on
his unending grace. We ask all these things in his holy name, Amen.

BLESSING
Friends, I don’t send you from this place alone. I send you out together - that our
world might be blessed by the community of First Church, in the name of Jesus
and by the power of his holy spirit. Amen.

Have a great week.


