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SCRIPTURE John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came 

running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the 

strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him 

and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the 

cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, 

separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 

went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that 

Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were 

staying.  11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one 

at the head and the other at the foot.  13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 

him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize 

that it was Jesus.  15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 

looking for?”  Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 

tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She 

turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 

instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.’”  18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have 

seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

~~~~~~~~ 

 

I imagine it was a long Sabbath wait. 

 Jesus died Friday afternoon 

 His disciples were nowhere to be found. 



It was up to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus to do something. Probably because of 

their status, they received permission to take Jesus’ body down from the cross and they 

were able to get him buried before sundown when the Sabbath began.  

 

And during that Sabbath – from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday – the women 

must have been biding their time and making their plans for when day was over. 

Once it was, they got busy:   

Mark 16:  When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body 

And then, once it was light enough to travel, they headed back to the tomb.  

Luke 24:  On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the 

spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  

  

They obviously wanted to complete the burial ritual of Jesus. 

And no one stopped them. 

Not one of them had second thoughts about what they were doing.  Not one of the 

disciples said, “don’t bother…. remember what Jesus said about how he was going to 

rise again?” 

 

It’s obvious they weren’t expecting Jesus’ resurrection 

- That’s why the women bought and prepared burial spices and made the early 

morning trek 

- That’s why the men, after investigating the situation for themselves, simply 

returned to the place they came from and did nothing. 

- That’s why Mary kept saying “they’ve taken my Lord and I don’t know where 

they’ve put him”  she even said it to Jesus, thinking he was the gardener 

 

I can’t blame them.  Not really. 

I don’t know that I would have been looking that morning for the impossible 

Even though they had witnessed Jesus make the impossible happen more than 

once 

And if anyone had reminded me of what Jesus had said, I maybe would have thought it 

a parable or a metaphor like he often used. 

 

Maybe I’m not alone in that. 



We have a pretty clear picture of how the morning started: none of them expecting 

resurrection. 

And then, all of them being completely shocked, amazed, caught off-guard, at the news 

that Jesus was alive. 

I wonder how the rest of the day went for them: 

 Did they sit together and ponder what it all meant? 

 Did they think they were all a little delusional from weariness, fear and grief?  

 Did they go about business as usual? 

 

As I’ve thought about those women 

 Taking great care to go about the business of burial,  

 Waiting until the Sabbath was over to go buy what they needed 

 Then taking the trek back to the tomb, carrying those spices…. 

I wondered: what happened to those burial spices? 

 Did they keep carrying it all around? 

If they did, it was a chore…typically around 5-10 pounds of spices were used for 

burial….like a gallon of milk.  They had already carried it a ways that morning.  Did they 

keep carrying what they needed for death, even though death was not the order of the 

day 

 Or did they leave it behind in the garden of tombs? 

 

It’s caught my curiosity because I think we are faced with the same choice, to live with 

and carry with us the ways of death, even though we too have heard what Jesus said. 

 Do we keep carrying anger and grudges – which can lead to the death of 

relationships and peace in our spirit 

 Do we keep carrying the judgment of others (race, age, gender, nationality, 

politics) – which leads to the death of community  

 Do we keep carrying the worries of life – which leads to the death of the present 

moment…the very place in which God meets us in daily life 

 Do we keep carrying our insistence on being right and not admit our mistakes, 

failures, harm to others – which leads to the death of an honest faith 

  

Or, unlike Mary and the other women and men disciples, have we remembered what 

Jesus said and taught and left all that behind?  

 



Because when Jesus from the dead and walked out of that tomb, not only was a new 

day ushered in, but God sealed as truth every word that Jesus spoke.  In that moment, 

God vindicated Jesus’ ministry on earth. 

That calls us to listen once again to what Jesus said: 

  

To hear - just as Jesus said - Those who are mourning or poor in spirit or are meek, 

though the world may not see it, they are blessed by God.   

  

To heed – just as Jesus said - the way of abundant life means turning the other cheek 

and leaving behind the business of retaliation.   

 

To hear – just as Jesus said – that loving your enemies and leaving behind the old 

business of hatred is the way of the kingdom of God     

 

To hear – just as Jesus said – that denying ourselves and taking up a cross is the only 

way to follow Jesus          

To hear – just as Jesus said – that judging others leads to the judgment of ourselves - 

with the same measure. 

 

So what do you think about those women:  did they keep carrying around those burial 

spices?  After all, it was an investment. 

Did they keep carrying what they needed for death, even though death was not the 

order of the day? 

Or did they leave it all behind in the garden of tombs? 

 

How about us?   

Do we continue to carry around the ways of death? Are they hard to let go because 

we’ve invested so much of ourselves in those ways? 

 

Or do we listen to Jesus who calls to us today – from the other side of death – to follow 

him into that new life and leave it all behind. 

   

Because the tomb is empty - the ways of death have lost all their power   

- Just as he said 


