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When we moved from PG to CS…..we had visitors from PG one Sunday. 

When the people left, there stood Miriam at the front window with her hands on the 

panes crying:  

Don’t go!  Come back!  Please come back! 

 

I think of that when I think of the ascension of Jesus. 

Especially when we read the other time Luke wrote about Jesus’ ascension in Acts 1: 
 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 

here looking into the sky?  

 

Don’t go!  Come back!  Please come back! 

What do we do now? 

The answer is found in what Jesus said to them: 

 

“You are witnesses of these things” 

 

To be a witness means that you have experienced something; seen something; have 

personal knowledge of something;  a person who sees an event take place 

a witness to something has credibility: 

I was on a jury one time: 

 We heard from someone who gave opinions on what happened 

 We heard from someone who was there 

That one – carried a bit more weight.  Not only because they were there, but because 

the experienced affected him. 

 

When Jesus said to his disciples, “you are my witnesses” he means that they have seen 

and experienced firsthand what had been foretold about him.    

Witness of his teachings 

Witness of his miracles 

Witness of his death and resurrection 

 Witnesses of the forgiveness of sins 



Peter learned that truly first hand when Jesus asked him, “do you love me?” 

 

Because they are witnesses:  

They’ll never be the same 

What they’ve witnessed has forever changed who you are.   

And therefore, what they say will carry authority 

Which brings up the other way to understand “You are witnesses” 

 

someone who confirms or gives a measure of truthfulness/ authority to a statement  

What you do 

 

Their experience not only changed them, it gave them a charge to tell others 

To be witnesses 

To keep the Jesus story alive 

 

What they had witnessed was so profound, that others needed to know what they knew 

 

Which is what they did 

They began to teach about Jesus 

 In the very areas Jesus had gotten into trouble 

They proclaimed 

 to those who listened 

 and to those who refused to listen 

They got in trouble and kept on doing it 

 

To not only keep the Jesus story alive, but they made it so real that others come to have 

the same experience of the risen Christ and forgiveness of sins…. 

 

You see: 

Those who have witnessed new life and the conquering of the grave 

 Then go on to have hope of what will be…. 

 

Those who have experienced forgiveness 

 Then go on to forgive…. 

 

 



Those who have witnessed/experienced acceptance 

 Then go on to accept others…. 

 

Those who have witnessed/experienced the truth 

 Then go on to live it out…. 

 

Result: others then witness the Christ reality 

They create new witnesses who are changed by what they have experienced. 

 

Think about when you have experienced the Gospel 

 Felt your sins forgiven; released 

 Been filled with such hope or peace that didn’t seem to make sense in the world 

 

You’ve experienced Jesus;  

It’s changed you 

and that makes you witness…. 

 Who you are 

 What you do 

 

And I think that’s important for us to remember that b/c I feel that we can get stymied 

in that work. 

 In an increasingly secular world, we find it difficult to tell the story of Jesus 

 With the shootings, poverty, and wars, we might find it difficult to have hope. 

 

We might find ourselves like those original disciples, looking up into the sky 

 Wait! 

 Come back! 

Which in essence is saying: 

 Come back Jesus and witness to yourself 

But that’s our job. 

 

Let’s pray: 

Lord help us to remember and claim every day that the most convincing proof of your 

resurrection is found in our daily testimony and faithfulness to your kingdom work.  So 

give us faith where we are failing and courage when we have become immobilized.  

Help us to see how you do return into this world through our lives.  Amen. 


