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SCRIPTURE – Acts 8:26-40 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 

Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake 

(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 

worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 

prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”30 Then Philip ran 

up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come 

up and sit with him. 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him 

the good news about Jesus.  36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some 

water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 

baptized?” [37] [a] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see 

him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and 

traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Not much of a runner. 

 But I did join track one year 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27204a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27210b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A36-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27214a


 Ran the 400 

 Hard race 

 To run it, have to run full out for a long time…. 

Get to that point where you can go faster, but you feel like you might not be completely 

in control of yourself; going to trip, throw my balance off….but you just keep going 

because you’ve started the race 

 

This is the image I get with Philip. 

 

He finds his rhythm….. 

 Finding your stride; length of stride and speed of recovery and the next step…. 

 For Philip, his stride in the mission is being in step with the Spirit 

  Where the Spirit steps, he steps 

  Why he goes to the wilderness road….. 

 

He pushes himself…. 

 I remember pushing myself into the uncomfortable zone….makes you a little 

afraid you’re going to get your balance thrown off…. 

 He jumps in and sees Jesus in the text without the full weight of the Christian 

tradition behind him (because there is not yet any Christian tradition) 

 He’s all in and if he’s wondering to himself if he’s okay with this….he’s like the 

runner who is being watched and people are cheering him on – seeing what is 

happening, saying “yes” that’s it! 

 What he does in this story is see Jesus in the prophet Isaiah …. 

 Not because he has the full weight of Christian theological discourse behind him, 

but because he has jumped in with his faith and seen Jesus and we are the recipients of 

that….he  

 

He goes the full way….doesn’t stop. 

 He declared Jesus – now he needs to follow through with what that means for 

this man.  And for this man, it means being included because of Jesus. 

 

He was diaspora Jew in Ethiopia 

 Had gone to Jerusalem to worship 

 Maybe he tried going into the Temple; maybe he  

  didn’t 



 If he did, he probably got turned away… 

 If he didn’t, he didn’t because he knew he would be  

  turned away. 

  

Because of the law….In Deuteronomy 23:1, this man, being a eunuch, was not allowed to 

be a part of the assembly 

No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly of 

the LORD. 

 

He had gone to Jerusalem to worship….but his experience would be limited to the outer 

courts….stopped by the soreg – a low, latticed wall keeping Gentiles and non-purified 

Jews from entering the temple courts. 

 

It would be like not allowing people into this sanctuary, but rather they would have to 

remain separated by a wall and space. 

 

Their experience: they can’t get close to God; they can’t approach; they are outside the 

circle of blessing 

 

But here, the Ethiopian man – who has heard about Jesus wonders: is there any barrier 

left for me now? 

 There is such a deep faith in this man 

 There is such a longing to be accepted by God 

 There is such a desire for God in him, that being excluded hasn’t taken from him 

He so wants to be a part of God’s community. 

  

So he asks: is there any soreg/barrier remaining? 

 

What happens next was a crazy thing for Philip to do…..because he was claiming a new 

life which was not completely defined by the Law, but rather found in the Spirit and 

ministry of Jesus. 

 

And you know….incredible things happen as a result of this interaction 

Momentum grows….because now the Ethiopian has a race to run 

 which he does 



The tradition indicates that he took this new faith back with him and the Jesus 

movement was born there in Ethiopia. 

 

Today in our ever-increasing secular society - and thus, growing local mission field - 

what if we did like Philip and ran the spiritual 400: 

  

Respond to the Spirit’s direction guiding us to other people. 

  

Pushing ourselves to speak about Jesus in a relevant and life-changing way. 

  

Going the distance….welcoming outsiders into the circle of blessing. 

How might the church gain momentum in continuing the ministry Jesus began in: 

Eating with sinners and tax collectors 

Healing on the Sabbath 

Approaching the leper 

And saying to the man on the cross::  “today… 

 

It’s a ministry that Philip continued 

A ministry we are responsible for today. 

 

So let us run this race that is set before us….looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfector 

of the faith. 

 

 


