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SCRIPTURE Philippians 1:1-11 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and 

deacons.   2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, 

whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s 

grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ 

Jesus. 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 

depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 

blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 

~~~~~~~~ 

 

Paul’s relationship with the Philippians began as told in Acts 16 

 Began with a vision to go to Macedonia – a region that Philippi is in 

 Paul followed that vision and came to Philippi and went to the place of prayer 

 There he met Lydia and the other women who had gathered to pray 

 He shared with them about Jesus and over the course of the next weeks, he 

expanded his audience. 

 Two weeks ago we shared the story of how Paul cast out the spirit of divination 

from a slave girl.  Which made her owners, who made a lot of money from her 

ability to tell fortunes, incredibly angry. 

 Paul and Silas landed in jail 

 But when presented with an opportunity to escape, he stayed 

 For this fledgling church in Phillipi, Paul not only declared but he also 

demonstrated the Gospel message  



  and they received that 

  they didn’t treat him as an outside agitator 

  they didn’t frown and turn away from him when learning of his 

imprisonment 

  they received him and heard his stories 

 Their’s was a relationship forged in crisis. 

Needless to say, Paul and the Philippian church shared a close connection.  

It was obvious how they regarded him: 

 Receiving the gospel from him 

Remembering him in his times of imprisonment.  The letter to the Philippians is 

actually written while Paul is in prison. 

 Sending him help 

  

And it was obvious how he felt about them:  

“I thank my God every time I remember you” 

“for God is my witness, how I long for all of you with  

the compassion of Christ Jesus.” 

 

It’s a heart-felt statement 

 Sitting in a prison and thinking about that group of people and feeling gratitude 

 And he took the opportunity to tell them that when he had the chance 

Someone was travelling there and he made it a point to tell them…. 

 

And I get that. 

Because I’d like to take this opportunity to do that as well 

I thank my God every time I think of you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you because of your sharing in the gospel. 

 

You’ve shared in the Gospel long before I came here. 

And you’ve shared in the Gospel over the last three years I’ve been with you. 

 Being in ministry with you…. 

  We’ve been through some tough times and  

  you’ve hung in there 

  And you’ve personally carried me and cared for  

  me during my trial of losing my husband. 

 



But his letter to them was not just about a pat on the back; not just a thank you note….it 

was also a word of encouragement to go further in the faith. 

 

Paul continued:  And this is my prayer: That your love may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight 

 

Perhaps we think we know what love is 

 It’s not a feeling or emotion – eros  Paul was not talking about being ‘in love’.  

Not saying their emotions for each other needed to overflow more and more 

 It’s not a familial or friendship relationship – you know how after you’ve spent 

time with people, your familiarity with them brings about regard and care for them. 

 

But Paul uses the word agape which is something deeper  

 Unconditional regard for someone else 

 Unconditional care toward others 

And it’s something that doesn’t necessarily come naturally or easily to we humans 

If it did come naturally, we wouldn’t have the mess we keep getting into…. 

Paul wrote his prayer to them: wanting their love to overflow as they gained knowledge 

and full insight. 

 He wanted them to learn more about what it meant to live in agape 

 Because it can be difficult 

 

And they must have been having some difficulties with agape because Paul continued in 

chapter 2 that: 

 They needed to learn to do things not from selfish ambition or conceit 

 They needed to learn humility 

 They needed to learn how to regard others as better than themselves 

 They needed to learn to look not to their own interests but to the interests of 

others 

 They needed to learn to have the same mind in them that was in Jesus 

And he went on that they evidently needed to learn to do things without murmuring 

and arguing…..hmm. 

 

And even later in the letter we hear Paul encouraging two of them in particular to be of 

the same mind in the Lord: Euodia and Syntyche.  It seems that they were having 



problems.  They used to work side by side with Paul but perhaps are now experiencing 

conflict and their relationship needs help.    

 

And I get that because sometimes our relationships need help 

I think we like the Philippians we have room to grow in our understanding and practice 

of agape 

Particularly when it comes to our differences.   

 

No doubt we have differences 

 As a congregation we find we have disagreements on matters of human sexuality  

 We have disagreements about politics and how government policy and program 

should run 

 we have disagreements about how the poor should be treated 

 we have disagreements about what it means to care for the earth 

 we have disagreements about how immigrants should be cared for 

 we have disagreements about racial matters 

 

and Paul would want us to read very careful his words to the Philippians: 

that our agape may overflow more and more with full insight and knowledge 

 

In the midst of our disagreements, the bigger matter before us is how we will treat each 

other and care for each other.  I’ve said this before: how we deal with our differences is 

absolutely crucial to the practice of our faith.  How we deal with our differences will 

show us the measure of our agape. 

 

To help you to determine what is best. 

Learning what agape is and living by it helps us to best determine then our courses of 

action 

How will we live together?  In agape 

How will we deal with our differences?  In agape 

 

The First church staff spent a morning this week thinking and praying and working on 

this very thing in the context of our own differences; asking ourselves: how do we work 

together when we have differences.  We want to invite you to participate in that same 

work. 

 



Why?  Why grow in love? 

Not only to help us determine what is best, but also so that in the day of Christ we may 

be pure and blameless 

  

A lot of people wonder what that Day of the Lord will be like?   

 When we appear before the King, taking the living of our lives into account. 

 Because Jesus’ command to his disciples was to agape one another as he loved 

them, my guess is that we will be asked:  “Did you agape one another?” 

 

I believe that First church is a community that has the capacity to say, “yes, we did agape 

one another”. 

 

Why?  Not because of our own goodness, but because of the goodness that comes 

through our faith in Jesus Christ who embodies the agape of God the Father for us all. 

 

And for that, over and above your kindness to me – “I thank my God every time I 

remember you” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~` 

 

BLESSING 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit.  Amen. 


