
 

Romans 12:1-21 
 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is 
your true and proper worship. 
 
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
That is it – I am here because I want to discern God’s will – God’s good, 
pleasing and perfect will – and then do it 
Do you know what my big problem is? 
I discern God’s will – I think I am actually a fairly discerning person – so, 
I discern God’s will, and then I don’t always do it 
That is my personal struggle – perhaps none of you have ever 
experienced that 
Don Sturtevant (faith means acting on our trust in Jesus’ teaching) 
I am seeking the eternal, good and perfect will of God 

I don’t want to be identified by vocation, or party or sports team, 
or my zip code, they type of car I drive or my degree 

I want to be known for having served the good, pleasing and perfect 
will of God 
 
Paul says… 
Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body. Philippians 3: 20-21 
 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 



sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to 
you. 
Coffee with the pastor – I did have the gift of hospitality – and I did do it 
well 
1 thinking of myself so highly prevented someone else from offering 
their gift 
2 there were many other people over the years who were even better 
than I was – and I came to trust in those gifts 
 
4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function,  
5 so in Christ, we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 
 
Imagine a church in which every gift is offered – every gift is mobilized 
John Ed Mathison at Frazier Memorial UMC in Montgomery Alabama – 
every member in ministry – 85% of members participated in the 
ministry of the church in some way 
An intentional discipleship system that helped people find their way to 
giving their gifts 
 
Every gift belongs to all the others 
Our perception of the phrase ‘spiritual gift’ is skewed – we think that 
we are the recipients of these gifts, but every gift belongs to all the 
others 
 
I can say I have a spiritual gift of discernment, or someone might 
identify it in me 
But if I never offer it, it is a talent or a skill, it is not a gift 
A gift is something that must be given, and when it is given, and once 
we give it, it no longer belongs to us. 
A spiritual gift belongs to God and the whole body of Christ. 
If you haven’t yet, offer your gift, don’t wait for an invitation  



God entrusted you with the gift, you are the steward, find a way to give 
it or find someone who will help you find a way – Lisa, Katrina, Tyler 
 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
I have been corrected many times as a preacher – some stick and affect 
me – others not so much - HATE 
“In our house we reserve ‘hate’ for things like human trafficking, 
violence, oppression…” 
So we hate those things – sin and corruption, evil and we cling to what 
is good  
You are God’s good creation, so we cling to one another 
We cling to the gospel and the witness of the saints that have gone 
before us, we cling to the cross and to sacred spaces 
We cling to the truth and to faith, hope and love most of all 
 
10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 
Jesus the ultimate and obvious example of this  
This is what Christian leadership – lay and clergy should look like – self 
sacrificing love 
Raise the Praise – Minimize the Criticize 
Lift someone up before you seek to be praised 
Do it today – offer a word of praise, affirmation or thanksgiving to 
someone today – here in the church – if you miss the person – send a 
note 
Here in the church, we seek to answer someone else’s need before you 
seek to have yours met 
 
11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 
Lord. 
We all get tired  
33 years – quitting Sunday School – someone younger should do it – 
nobody else is stepping up – I’ve done my time 



We all get tired and some even burn out – so when you feel like that it 
might be time to make a change a realignment, a new path of service, a 
new means of grace 
Or find a motivation that rekindles your passion 
Because there is no retirement from God’s work  
So I asked that woman, “why do you do this?” “I love the kids.” 
 
12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
At my first full time church, the Trustees chair had quit – been in that 
position for 120 years 
I had an ask out since the middle of January for someone to take his 
place, that guy was thinking and praying 
February 18, the church burned to the ground 
Put his arm around me and said, “I guess I’ll take that Trustees job.” 
Such warmth and humor – the only time I laughed that day, in the 
midst of tears 
That is the spirit the Church requires – not panic and angst and anger in 
the face of big decisions and lifechanging events – the world has 
enough of anxiety – remember, we are not going to be shaped by the 
world anymore 
 
13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 15 
Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  
We practice hospitality here, with one another, taking care of each 
other here – in prayer, in practical ways, making people feel at home in 
this house of worship 
So that they feel at home with God 
Answer a need this week – listen to someone, affirm someone, take a 
grocery bag, connect with a ministry here 
Answer a need  
 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 



17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone.  
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 
Oh boy – now we are in trouble 
A friend of mine, early in ministry had a young couple in his church, 
dating, he was seventeen, she was a couple of years younger, both 
families were in the church – small country church – maybe 50 people 
in worship on a good day 
The two kids went on a date up at Mississippi Palisades park and the 
boy killed the girl with a shovel 
The next Sunday, both families were in the church seeking the 
consolation of the body of Christ 
The mother of the girl said much later that she just kept praying for the 
well-being and healing of the boy and his family – she just kept trying to 
bless them and not to hate them 
Are there people you struggle with here? Hard feelings in the church? 
What cannot be overcome by the grace of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit? 
Go and be reconciled – before you take communion again 
 
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
Change of vocation – has really affected other people – do not know 
how to respond 
I am treated differently – did I do that? I think I probably did 
My grandmother – great saint in my life 
When I am with a group in almost any setting, I sometimes wonder, 
would she be welcome here – as an equal, as a blessing, as a gifted 
child of God? 
Then I look around and wonder, who doesn’t feel “in” here? I want to 
find them and help them feel at home 
 



20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals 
on his head. 
This is the high ideal – the highest ethical ideal that we can imagine 
But this is what has made the cause of Christ worth living and dying for  
We are called to live to that high, high idea 
To live in a spiritual, emotional place in which we no longer hold 
grudges but we also go out of our way to bless even our enemy 
You might not even want to go there – and trust me, I understand that! 
I can hold a grudge and I have, and I am even now 
But don’t tell me you don’t want to get there – tell Jesus, tell God – I 
know this is where you want me to go but I’m just not going to do it 
 
As for me, as faulty and frail as I am – I do want to get there. 
I do want to live in that grace and in the peace of Christ 
 
John 8 Jesus says, I am the light of the world 
After he teaches and trains and equips his disciples, he tells them in 
Matthew 5 
You are the light of the world 
So, I say to you: 
You are the light of the world 
Shine for another 
Practice it here in this sanctified, safe place 
So, together, we can shine the light of Christ for the world. 


