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SCRIPTURE  Acts 22:1-16 
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” 
2 When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. 

Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I 

studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was 

just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the followers of this 

Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, 5 as 

the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from 

them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners 

to Jerusalem to be punished.  
6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed 

around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you 

persecute me?’ 
8 “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. 

“ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 9 My companions saw 

the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. 
10 “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. 

“ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have 

been assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because 

the brilliance of the light had blinded me. 
12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and 

highly respected by all the Jews living there. 13 He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother 

Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him. 
14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to 

see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You will be his witness to 

all people of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now what are you waiting for? Get 

up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 

 

Were you there? 

The old African-American spiritual that over and over again asks us to consider if we 

were there witnessing the death of Jesus on the cross. 



 

Of course we weren’t, not literally.   

But figuratively, we can answer – and perhaps, should answer – that yes, we were there. 

 We witness the crucifixion of Jesus 

 We recognize that the cross of Christ means something terribly important and 

powerful that we need to pay attention to. 

 

Which is what this series in Lent is meant to do. 

 Discover the depths of what the cross means 

 To answer the question: “why did he have to die?” 

 To ponder what does it all mean. 

 

And we see the meaning of the cross as primarily dealing with the human condition we 

call sin.  For instance: 

 The cross of Jesus provides a substitute punishment for the severity of sin; serves 

a punishment we could never survive 

 The cross of Jesus pays a price/a ransom to release us from the strong captor 

that we call sin. 

 The cross of Jesus shows us the true nature of life itself – that we were made to 

agape one another and when we do, we are released from the broken, daily living 

in sin 

 

Today – it’s about the relationship that we have been created to be in with God.  The 

human condition of sin creates a divide in that relationship between us and God.   

 Sin leads us away from living in the presence of God. 

 Sin leads us to hide away in shame 

 Sin destroys the healthy relationship that we are meant to enjoy with God – and 

with one another. 

And it’s a separation that we cannot span, repair, or heal on our own. 

 

But in answer to the hymn’s question, “were you there?” 

We are there when we hear God reaching out to us, - despite the separation. 

 

 Sometimes we learn that the relationship is broken and we didn’t even know it. – 

like Paul……who was a zealous Pharisee and did everything he could to live 

according to the Law in order to please God.  He was so zealous for the religion, 



that he opposed the new thing that was happening that threatened the religion: 

the followers of Christ…and so he became a religious terrorist…. But despite his 

separation from God, Jesus reached out to him in his ignorance and met him on 

the road, “Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

It was then that Saul realized that the relationship was broken, despite his 

thinking that it wasn’t. 

 Sometimes we hear God reaching out to when we know we’ve messed up but are 

simply hiding in shame because of it. 

o Like Adam and Eve…. 

o Like any one of numerous people I’ve met who are so overwhelmed with 

their brokenness, their sinfulness and they know there’s nothing they can 

do about it so they walk away and hide from God…..Jenny’s neighbor who 

said, “I’ve done so much wrong and I can’t make up for it and she 

hesitated even being in church. 

We are there when we witness Jesus on the cross reconciling us to God, restoring the 

relationship, as he says, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

 

In answer to the question, “Were you there?” 

We “are there” when reconciliation sweeps over us 

 Like with Saul – when Jesus reaches out to him, he is blinded.  The light of the 

truth of Jesus blinds him.  The light shined upon his error blinds him.  He is 

physically blinded for a little bit to symbolize how blind he has been to Jesus and 

he is literally stopped in the tracks of the life he was living – terrorizing Christians 

 Or when you have one of those moments when you realize that there’s 

something so powerful about the cross of Jesus…something so powerful as to 

change the world….like the centurion who had crucified Jesus, experienced how 

Jesus went through that, experienced the earthquake, the darkness, the kindness 

from Jesus in the face of being mocked and spat upon.  And he declared, “surely 

this was the son of God.” 

 or like John Wesley….he, like Saul, had worked so hard all his life to do the right 

thing to span that chasm between him and God and he made such a mess of his 

attempts to do so and was about to give up on ministry and faith all together.  

Until in one prayer session, he heard the truth that we are saved by grace and not 

by works and he wrote in his journal: 

About 8:45 p.m. "while (the leader) was describing the change which God works 

in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did 



trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He 

had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death."  

We are there when we witness Jesus on the cross reconciling us to God, restoring the 

relationship, as he says, “today you will be with me in paradise” 

 

Finally, in answer to the question, “were you there?”  

We are there when we look around and realize that we’re not the only ones standing at 

the foot of the cross; we’re not the only ones God has reconciled to himself.  And 

because we’re not standing there alone, God’s reconciliation with us means something 

for our relationships as well. 

 

There’s a youth group kind of activity that illustrates this best: 

 If God is in the center and everyone is tethered to God in relationship through 

God’s grace…God is drawing us toward himself in closer and closer relationship.  But as 

we draw closer to God, we also draw closer to one another.   

 

And we just find we struggle with that. 

Because we are fearful of reconciliation with each other 

 

 like Ananias was fearful/hesitant.  Ananias was one of the Christians in Damascus 

that Saul was coming to arrest.  God told Ananias to go find Saul and teach him 

about what has happened to him.  Ananias’ response was, “what?”  but he’s the 

one out to get us….. 

Ananias went and reached out to the one who broken relationship and 

reconciled with him. 

 And as a matter of fact, in this story in Acts that we read, it is not the original 

account of what happened to Saul, but it is his telling of it to others, which he did 

over and over again in testimony.  And in Acts 22 when Paul is telling his story, he 

is telling it to people in Jerusalem who have had him arrested and thrown in jail.  

But Paul asks to speak to them…he reaches out to his opponents seeking to 

reconcile with them. 

 And we’re charged with that work as well.  Paul wrote that we are Christ’s 

ambassadors and we have been given the ministry of reconciliation.  And I know 

that’s hard.  I recently saw someone who separated from me without any 

communication…and it took everything in me to go over and say ‘hi’ and wish the 

person well.  And it’s really, really hard when there’s been a lot of harm done…..so 



don’t do any work of reconciliation alone, from a place of being spiritually or 

emotionally compromised. 

We “are there” when we hear Jesus on the cross, reconciling us to one another, as he 

speaks to his mother, “Woman, behold your son” and to John: “behold, your mother”. 

 

The cross’s work of reconciliation – 

 It does save us 

 It saves us from being separated from God 

 It saves us from a life of hiding in shame 

 And it saves us from being cut off from each other. 

The cross’s work of reconciliation saves us and re-creates us to be a new community 

 A kingdom of heaven – even here on earth. 

 

Were you there? 

Let us “be there” as we come into a time of confession: 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

L: Let us come before the Lord in confession: 

C:  Lord Jesus, through your life, death and resurrection, you set things right 

between us and God.  We can hardly believe such a gift! Forgive us when we don't 

receive that restored relationship.  And Lord Jesus, you didn't stop there, you also 

brought about our restored relationship with each other.  Forgive us when we put 

up the barriers you have broken down.  Set us free from whatever keeps us from 

living in full relationship with you and with one another.  In your holy name we 

pray.  Amen. 

L:  Hear the good news: Christ is our peace.  With his body, he broke down the barrier of 

hatred that divided us from God and each other. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven! 

C:  Amen and Alleluia! 

 


